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Global Manufacturing Management Thomas Friedli 2021-10-30 Using
site-specific optimization approaches in international manufacturing
networks is increasingly proving insufficient. To solve this problem,
several holistic and integrated alternatives have been developed to
reflect a global perspective. This book presents advances in the St.
Gallen Global Manufacturing Network Model and its application in
numerous industry-, benchmarking- and research projects. The contents
combine data-driven solutions with qualitative management frameworks
for the strategic optimization of international manufacturing networks.
In the first part, the book addresses the foundation of manufacturing
network management and further describes the St. Gallen Operational
Excellence approaches to manage plant performance. On this basis, the
authors show how plant- and network-level performance can be
enhanced via key improvement domains (e.g., strategy, configuration,
coordination, performance management, digitalization). In turn, the
second part demonstrates the application of the constructs in

manufacturing companies from various industries. By combining
research and practice, the book offers unique perspectives on the
management of global production striving toward higher performance on
manufacturing site and network level.
Manufacturing in the Corporate Strategy Wickham Skinner 1978
Restoring Our Competitive Edge Robert H.. Hayes 1984-06-25
Recommends a manufacturing strategy that develops production
facilities, uses appropriate management systems, and establishes firm
relationships with suppliers
Operations Management Michael Lewis 2003 Describes the key concepts
of operations management, covering such topics as planning and control,
the role of technology, and "just-in-time" techniques.
Manufacturing Strategy John E. Ettlie 1990-01-31
Strategic Manufacturing Management Thomas J. Sowell 2006-02-28
The economic interdependence amongdeveloping and established
industrializednations, and the disintegration of barriersto the flow of
capital, information andtechnology across national borders
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facilitatesinternational market integration andglobalization. These
market conditionsforce manufacturing companies to seriouslyconsider
the strategies they need to implementif they are to develop competitive
advantages. Very often the strategies that are executedwill result in a
sustained competitiveadvantage through which a firm becomesleaner,
more flexible, and more focused onproviding cost-effective goods and
services tosophisticated customers. This book providesmanufacturing
business strategies to assistcompanies to meet those requirements.
Global Perspective for Competitive Enterprise, Economy and
Ecology Shuo-Yan Chou 2009-07-01 Global Perspective for Competitive
Enterprise, Economy and Ecology addresses the general theme of the
Concurrent Engineering (CE) 2009 Conference – the need for global
advancements in the areas of competitive enterprise, economy and
ecology. The proceedings contain 84 papers, which vary from the
theoretical and conceptual to the practical and industrial. The content of
this volume reflects the genuine variety of issues related to current CE
methods and phenomena. Global Perspective for Competitive Enterprise,
Economy and Ecology will therefore enable researchers, industry
practitioners, postgraduate students and advanced undergraduates to
build their own view of the inherent problems and methods in CE.
Agile Manufacturing: The 21st Century Competitive Strategy A.
Gunasekaran 2001-01-25 Agile manufacturing is defined as the capability
of surviving and prospering in a competitive environment of continuous
and unpredictable change by reacting quickly and effectively to changing
markets, driven by customer-designed products and services. Critical to
successfully accomplishing AM are a few enabling technologies such as
the standard for the exchange of products (STEP), concurrent
engineering, virtual manufacturing, component-based hierarchical shop
floor control system, information and communication infrastructure, etc.
The scope of the book is to present the undergraduate and graduate
students, senior managers and researchers in manufacturing systems
design and management, industrial engineering and information
technology with the conceptual and theoretical basis for the design and
implementation of AMS. Also, the book focuses on broad policy directives

and plans of agile manufacturing that guide the monitoring and
evaluating the manufacturing strategies and their performance. A
problem solving approach is taken throughout the book, emphasizing the
context of agile manufacturing and the complexities to be addressed.
Understanding Competitive Advantage Fredrik Nilsson 2005-12-05 This
book is about competitive advantage and how it is created at the
company level. It is based on the premise that the alignment of strategies
and control systems affects the firm`s chances of successfully positioning
itself in its chosen arena of competition. The firm is in a better position to
concentrate on activities that create value for the customer if its
strategies and control systems are mutually consistent and adapted to
expected external demands. The authors believe that the co-ordination
and integration of strategies and control systems will provide a
necessary, and long-overdue, expansion of knowledge in the area.
Production Development Monica Bellgran 2009-11-03 Production
development is about improving existing production systems and
developing new ones. The production system should be developed in
integration with the product, as a part of the overall product realization
process, and not in sequence after the product has already been
designed. Production Development: Design and Operation of Production
Systems takes a holistic viewpoint on the production system and its
design process during the whole system life cycle. A working procedure
demonstrating how to design and realize the production system is
presented, together with a number of related production development
aspects. Production Development: Design and Operation of Production
Systems is illustrated with a large number of figures and industrial
examples. The book can be used as a reference for teachers and
students, or as a manual for professionals within the field of production.
Dynamic Manufacturing Robert H. Hayes 1988 Explains the
weaknesses of traditional management practices, compares companies
that are winning market position with those losing, and discusses capital
budgeting, performance measurement, and personnel management
Leading Pharmaceutical Operational Excellence Thomas Friedli
2013-11-26 Achieving operational excellence is a challenge for the

restoring-our-competitive-edge-competing-through-manufacturing

2/8

Downloaded from radiofreepirate.org on August 9, 2022 by
guest

pharmaceutical industry, with many companies setting successful
examples time and again. This book presents such leading practices for
managing operational excellence throughout the pharmaceutical
industry. Based on the St.Gallen OPEX Model the authors describe the
current status of OPEX and the future challenges that have to be dealt
with. The ample theoretical background is complemented hand-in-hand
by case studies contributed by authors from leading pharmaceutical
companies.
Strategic Management of Sustainable Manufacturing Operations Dubey,
Rameshwar 2016-05-11 As companies and organizations continue to
grow economically, it has become pertinent to also implement business
and management practices that help relieve environmental and social
stressors created by manufacturing processes. Strategic Management of
Sustainable Manufacturing Operations features an inclusive overview of
various management practices that contribute to the sustainability
efforts of an organization. Highlighting successful techniques being
implemented and utilized by different companies, this publication is an
essential reference source for researchers, academics, consultants,
policy makers, and practitioners interested in sustainable performance
measurement, supply chain design, and operations management.
Operations Management R. Dan Reid 2019-12-05 As the business
environment continues to rapidly change, Dan Reid and Nada Sanders
have developed an integrated approach that makes the introductory OM
course accessible and engaging for all business majors. Beyond providing
a solid foundation, this course covers emerging topics like Artificial
Intelligence, Robotics, Data Analytics, and Sustainability and gives equal
time to strategic and tactical decisions in both service and
manufacturing organizations.
Supply Chain Management and Knowledge Management A. Dwivedi
2008-11-20 Advances in IT have transformed the way organizations
interact with each other. To enable organizations to respond to this
change, new management paradigms have evolved. This text looks at the
value of knowledge management in supply chain management and how
supply chain partners can use IT to improve organizational performance.

Be CEO Pietro Santoro 2016-08-01 What's the thinking of the best CEO's
of the world? How to understand where you are as CEO and top
priorities to effort? How to create a vision? How a mission? How a
strategy? How a related and sustainable action plan? What's the secret of
a successful CEO and Company? How many meetings organize? What's
the best agenda for daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly, yearly meetings?
These and other questions are clearly analyzed in the book and for all of
them you will find effective answers and examples.
Organizational Culture and its Impact on Continuous
Improvement in Manufacturing N. Muthukumar 2022-01-26
Organizational Culture and its Impact on Continuous Improvement in
Manufacturing presents detailed insights into recent studies, providing
solutions that can be scaled up at a global level.
Design to Cost Jack V. Michaels 1991-01-16 How to accurately
estimate, in advance, the cost of producing products or services by
means of the design-to-cost method, which systematically constrains
design goals according to available funds. This book shows how to use
value engineering, cost estimating, and cost control to devise, and
adhere to, realistic cost goals. Touches on techniques from management
methods to specific engineering approaches, and provides actual case
studies of projects and services that have now become affordable
through the application of the design-to-cost method.
Operations Management: An Integrated Approach, 6th Edition R.
Dan Reid 2016-01-04 In the 6th Edition of Operations Management, Dan
Reid and Nada Sanders have strengthened their commitment to improve
the teaching and learning experience in the introductory operations
management course. The text provides a solid foundation of Operations
Management with clear, guided instruction and a balance between
quantitative and qualitative concepts. Through an integrated approach,
the authors illustrate how all business students will interact with
Operations Management in future careers.
Technology, Organization, and Competitiveness Giovanni Dosi 1998
The determinants of a firm's innovative capacity are rooted in
organizational design, incentives, human resources, internal culture, and
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external linkages. Profiting from innovation is always a challenge and
licensing is one of many options.
Basics of Supply Chain Management Lawrence D. Fredendall 2000-12-28
Supply Chain Management (SCM) was once a "pie in the sky" concept
that could not be fully achieved. A key barrier was the cost of
communicating with and coordinating among the many independent
suppliers in each supply chain. SCM is possible because of three
changes: technology has developed that simplifies communication, new
management paradigms ha
Operations, Strategy, and Technology Robert Hayes 2005 Hayes is a
founder of the Operations Strategy field, and all four authors are on the
Harvard Business School faculty. In Operations, Strategy, and
Technology: Pursuing the Competitive Edge--the long-awaited follow-up
to the highly successful classic, Restoring Our Competitive Edge--Bob
Hayes, Gary Pisano, Dave Upton, and Steve Wheelwright take a fresh
look at the foundations of corporate success. This book addresses the
basic principles that guide the development of a powerful operations
organization, and describes how a company's operating and
technological resources can be applied to create a sustainable
competitive advantage in today's "new" (global and IT-intensive)
economy. Achieving a competitive advantage through superior
operations is what the authors refer to as the "operations edge."
Achieving Competitive Edge David Bennett 2012-12-06 There is now a
widely accepted view among manufacturing and service organisations
that 'operations' can provide the means of achieving competitive edge.
The OMA-UK Sixth International Conference has taken this view as its
theme and focuses in particular on how technology and people can be
used to improve manufacturing and service competitiveness. These
proceedings have been organised according to the topics addressed
within the overall conference theme and generally fall within three broad
areas: technology-based topics, human resource-based topics and
general topics. The technology-based topics are: Materials Control,
Supply Chain Management and Logistics Flexibility in Operations
Systems Computer-Aided Management of Operations Design, Process

Planning and 'Time to Market' Factors Application of KBS, Expert
Systems and Modelling Production Planning and Control The human
resource-based topics are: Work Organisation Human Factors Managing
the Implementation of Technology Managing the Quality Improvement
Process Education Training and Development Employee Participation
and Involvement The general topics are: Operations Strategy
International Comparisons and Country-based Papers Performance and
Productivity Measurement and Improvement A particular feature of all
the papers is that they emphasise the application of techniques,
technologies and concepts rather than concentrating on specific
functional description. The authors are drawn from around 14 countries
and represent both the academic and industrial communities. Many are
involved in the 'mainstream' of operations management while a number
are from other disciplines relevant to the conference theme, such as
industrial engineering and organisational behaviour.
International Manufacturing Strategies Per Lindberg 2013-11-11
Over the last twenty years, there has been an increasing number of
factors that have placed the manufacturing strategies of companies and
countries in a global context. This book reviews and addresses the global
manufacturing strategy area through research in the four major
economic areas of the world: Europe, North America, Latin America and
Asia. International Manufacturing Strategies: Context, Content and
Change is the result of a single major research project undertaken in
twenty countries, focusing on the manufacturing strategies and practices
in each, and uses research data to focus on factors specific to industrial
countries or regions and those which are common across the group of
countries or the entire sample The core of this book is a set of chapters
reviewing individual countries. Each country is reviewed in a format with
an overall common approach: the socio-economic background; the
distinctive results for that country from the research and the link
between the two. Most will be illustrated by a small case study of a
company. Following this is an integrating review of the findings from
various countries, the different trajectories followed, and the impact on
external variables and the socioeconomic context on those. The final part
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of the book is devoted to new ideas and developments in functional areas
and in manufacturing strategy that have been developed from the
analysis conducted during the research.
Manufacturing Strategy John E. Ettlie 2012-12-06
The Competitive Advantage of Emerging Market Multinationals
Peter J. Williamson 2013-04-04 A rigorous analysis of how the innovative
practices of emerging multinationals from the BRIC countries are
transforming global competition.
A Journey through Manufacturing and Supply Chain Strategy Research
Emilio Bartezzaghi 2016-06-04 This book is intended as a tribute to
Gianluca Spina, the influential and inspiring Professor of Business
Management & Organization and Supply Chain Management at the
School of Management of Politecnico di Milano, who very sadly passed
away early in 2015. It brings together seven of his most important
papers, published in renowned international journals, and supplements
these papers with insightful commentaries from friends and colleagues
who highlight key messages and values of enduring validity. The selected
papers offer a clear sense of Spina’s research journey over the years and
cover the main research streams that distinguished his work. They have
also been chosen on account of their high impact, as reflected by the
number of citations received, and to represent the most important
research collaborations that Spina had established within Italy and
abroad. An introductory chapter relates his research to major
developments in the field of Manufacturing and Supply Chain Strategy
and also outlines the very important contribution that Gianluca Spina
made to Management Education.
The 12 Principles of Manufacturing Excellence Larry E. Fast 2015-09-24
Following in the tradition of its bestselling predecessor, The 12
Principles of Manufacturing Excellence: A Lean Leader's Guide to
Achieving and Sustaining Excellence, Second Edition outlines a
comprehensive, proven process for delivering world-class performance
while also cultivating the right culture through leadership, mentoring,
and hourly asso
Achieving the Competitive Edge Harry K. Jackson 1996-09-04 Values and

Vision. Lead People--Manage Things -- Planning. Knowing and
Understanding Processes -- The Seven Quality Control Tools -- Statistical
Process Control Charts -- The Seven Management and Planning Tools -Product Development Strategy -- Product Improvement Strategies -Appendices. Index.
Explicit Cost Dynamics Reginald Tomas Yu-Lee 2002-03-14 GETTING TO
THE BOTTOM OF THE BOTTOM LINE Traditional cost management
systems typically defeat their own purpose by leading corporations to
make decisions that ultimately do not optimize performance. These
systems are the foundation for decisions that are made throughout the
corporation. In order for organizations to increase performance beyond
current capabilities, a new approach is needed that addresses issues
such as understanding the true impact of various actions on the bottom
line-and eliminating methods that distort numbers and narrow options.
Explicit Cost Dynamics (ECD) offers such an alternative, and this
expertly written, revolutionary book provides an indispensable
introduction to the subject. Informative and easy-to-read, Explicit Cost
Dynamics: Provides an alternative view and understanding of the impact
of costs, actions, and time on the bottom line of a corporation Explains
how this new theory can lead to an overall profit maximization Shows
that costs can be considered as either a function of activities performed,
as a function of resources expended, or of time Shows that the difference
between explicit dollars flowing into and out of a company is equal to the
rate of change of cash . . . and much more to help CEOs, CFOs,
controllers, cost managers, financial managers, and others involved in
the decision-making process improve their organizations' overall bottom
lines.
Producing Prosperity Gary P. Pisano 2012-09-25 Manufacturing’s central
role in global innovation Companies compete on the decisions they make.
For years—even decades—in response to intensifying global competition,
companies decided to outsource their manufacturing operations in order
to reduce costs. But we are now seeing the alarming long-term effect of
those choices: in many cases, once manufacturing capabilities go away,
so does much of the ability to innovate and compete. Manufacturing, it
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turns out, really matters in an innovation-driven economy. In Producing
Prosperity, Harvard Business School professors Gary Pisano and Willy
Shih show the disastrous consequences of years of poor sourcing
decisions and underinvestment in manufacturing capabilities. They
reveal how today’s undervalued manufacturing operations often hold the
seeds of tomorrow’s innovative new products, arguing that companies
must reinvest in new product and process development in the US
industrial sector. Only by reviving this “industrial commons” can the
world’s largest economy build the expertise and manufacturing muscle to
regain competitive advantage. America needs a manufacturing
renaissance—for restoring itself, and for the global economy as a whole.
This will require major changes. Pisano and Shih show how companylevel choices are key to the sustained success of industries and
economies, and they provide business leaders with a framework for
understanding the links between manufacturing and innovation that will
enable them to make better outsourcing decisions. They also detail how
government must change its support of basic and applied scientific
research, and promote collaboration between business and academia.
For executives, policymakers, academics, and innovators alike,
Producing Prosperity provides the clearest and most compelling account
yet of how the American economy lost its competitive edge—and how to
get it back.
Handbook of Supply Chain Management James B. Ayers 2000-08-29
When you invest millions on new systems you don't want yesterday's
solutions. You need a global view of end-to-end material, information,
and financial flows. Managers today have the same concerns managers
had last year, 10 years ago, or 50 years ago: products, markets, people
and skills operations, and finance. New supply chain management
processe
The Routledge Companion to Production and Operations Management
Martin K. Starr 2017-03-27 This remarkable volume highlights the
importance of Production and Operations Management (POM) as a field
of study and research contributing to substantial business and social
growth. The editors emphasize how POM works with a range of

systems—agriculture, disaster management, e-commerce, healthcare,
hospitality, military systems, not-for-profit, retail, sports, sustainability,
telecommunications, and transport—and how it contributes to the growth
of each. Martin K. Starr and Sushil K. Gupta gather an international team
of experts to provide researchers and students with a panoramic vision of
the field. Divided into eight parts, the book presents the history of POM,
and establishes the foundation upon which POM has been built while also
revisiting and revitalizing topics that have long been essential. It
examines the significance of processes and projects to the fundamental
growth of the POM field. Critical emerging themes and new research are
examined with open minds and this is followed by opportunities to
interface with other business functions. Finally, the next era is discussed
in ways that combine practical skill with philosophy in its analysis of
POM, including traditional and nontraditional applications, before
concluding with the editors’ thoughts on the future of the discipline.
Students of POM will find this a comprehensive, definitive resource on
the state of the discipline and its future directions.
Managing in Turbulent Times Peter Drucker 2012-08-21 Managing in
Turbulent Times tackles the key issues facing managers in the 1990s:
how to manage in rapidly changing environments. This seminal and
prophetic book laid the foundation for a generation of writers on change
management. This book concerns the immediate future of business,
society and the economy. The one certainty about the times ahead, says
Drucker, is that they will be turbulent times. In turbulent times the first
task of management is to make sure of the organizations capacity for
survival, to make sure of its structural strength and soundness, its
capacity to survive a blow, to adapt to sudden change and to avail itself
of new opportunities. The author is concerned with action rather than
understanding, with decisions rather than analysis. It aims at being a
practical book for the decision maker, whether in the private or the
public sector.
Industrial Renaissance Out Of Print 1983 Examines the failure of
American companies to compete under conditions produced by the new
technologies

restoring-our-competitive-edge-competing-through-manufacturing

6/8

Downloaded from radiofreepirate.org on August 9, 2022 by
guest

New Manufacturing Challenge Kiyoshi Suzaki 1987-07-22 Identifies the
most prominent forms of waste in factories, suggests how to combine
and simplify operations, and provides practical examples
Strategic Management of the Manufacturing Value Chain Umit S. Bititci
2013-06-05 Today the Scottish electronics industry employs 40,000
people directly and a further 30,000 in the supply infrastructure. There
are now more than 550 electronic manufacturing and supplier companies
in ' Silicon Glen'. In terms of the contribution to the economy, electronics
is by far the most valuable industry. Its value in 1996 was approximately
£ 10billion and accounted for more than half of Scotland's exports. The
major product groupings within the industry include: • PCs, laptops and
workstations • Disk drives, cable harnessing • Printers, keyboards and
peripherals • Semiconductor devices and PCBs • TV, VCRs, CDs, stereos
and other consumer electronics • Cellular phones and
telecommunications products • A TMs and funds transfer systems •
Networking and security systems • Navigation and sonar systems •
Microwave products • Power supplies • Software and compilers Many of
these companies are multi-national OEMs, who came to Scotland as
inward investing companies. Early inward investing companies were
from USA, followed by companies from Japan, and more recently from
Taiwan and Korea. An important segment of the industry is involved in
the manufacture of computers, including IBM, Compaq, Digital and Sun.
In fact approximately 40% of the PCs sold in Europe are built in
Scotland. With five of the world's top eight computer manufacturers
locating a manufacturing base in Scotland there has been an attraction
for foreign companies keen to provide service for these multinationals. In
1995/96 the supply base output was worth £1.
World Class Manufacturing Richard J. Schonberger 2008-06-30 In his
best-selling book Japanese Manufacturing Techniques, Richard J.
Schonberger revolutionized American manufacturing theory and, more
important, practice. In that breakthrough book, he revealed that
Japanese manufacturing excellence was not culturally bound. Offering
the first demystified explanation of the simple techniques that fueled
Japan's industrial success, he demonstrated how the same methods could

be put to work as effectively in U.S. plants. Now, in World Class
Manufacturing, Schonberger returns to tell the success stories of nearly
100 American corporations -- including Hewlett-Packard, HarleyDavidson, General Motors, Honeywell, and Uniroyal -- that have adopted
the famed just-in-time production and "total quality control" strategies.
Based on his firsthand experience as a major consultant to American
industry, he examines how they did it -- and illustrates how the same
concrete, specific steps used by these top companies can be implemented
in any factory today. What's more, Schonberger shows that his bold
concepts and reforms apply equally to all industries, whether the product
is computers, pasta, or trucks, and to all divisions -- from manufacturing
and engineering to accounting and marketing. According to
Schonberger, world-class manufacturing depends on blended
management -- rather than domination by a separate group of managers - which marshalls resources for continual rapid improvement. To achieve
world-class status, companies must change procedures and concepts,
which in turn leads to recasting relations among suppliers, purchasers,
producers, and customers. Acknowledging the difficulty inherent in such
changes, Schonberger stresses that employee involvement and
interaction, both on the shop floor and in the decision-making/problemsolving process, is key. Wary of those who view improvement in terms of
modernizing equipment, he points out that making maximum use of
people and current machinery is a company's first priority; automation, if
necessary, should come much later. World Class Manufacturing also
includes Schonberger's 17-point action agenda to guide innovators
toward manufacturing excellence, from getting to know the customer to
cutting the number of suppliers, reducing error in production, and
deciding when and how to automate. Indispensable for all manufacturing
innovators who aim to keep ahead of the competition, this inspiring,
groundbreaking volume does much more than just recommend or
theorize about the new manufacturing approach. Plainly, realistically,
and logically, it explains how it's done.
Manufacturing Strategy John Miltenburg 2005-03-09 To stay
competitive and meet market expectations in a global economy, both
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domestic and foreign companies must realign their manufacturing
processes, make improvements, and increase their manufacturing
capabilities. With large numbers of employees working in a network of
domestic and foreign facilities, production processes are as varied as the
products being produced. Manufacturing managers need a
manufacturing plan or strategy that will bring structure to this complex
environment. In Manufacturing Strategy: How to Formulate and
Implement a Winning Plan, 2nd Edition, John Miltenburg offers a
sensible and systematic method to: (1) evaluate domestic and foreign
factories and international manufacturing and (2) plan the appropriate
manufacturing strategy to be first in the market. Incorporating
comments and suggestions from managers who used the first edition of
Manufacturing Strategy, John Miltenburg expands and improves on his
focus in the areas of: International Manufacturing — where the focus is
on a company's international network of factories; Competitive Strategy
— where managers must understand the role manufacturing strategy
plays in their company's business strategy; and Manufacturing Programs
— showing how programs such as quality management, six sigma, agile
manufacturing, and supply chain management fit within the
manufacturing strategy. Manufacturing Strategy gives managers a
common language for dealing with manufacturing problems at both
strategic and operational levels. It improves communication between
manufacturing managers and those outside manufacturing (who will now
have a better understanding of what manufacturing can and cannot do).

Innovations in Competitive Manufacturing Paul M. Swamidass
2012-12-06 Innovations in Competitive Manufacturing is an examination
of manufacturing innovations - both technical and knowledge-based.
Over the recent past, technology has created dramatic changes in
manufacturing. As a result, the book focuses on the use of technology in
gaining competitive advantage in global manufacturing. Forty topics are
surveyed in the book, organized into thirteen chapters. Each topic is a
carefully written account by one or more leading researchers in that
area. This is the first systematic examination of the recent innovations in
manufacturing strategy and technology. In addition to providing an
understanding of these manufacturing innovations, the book underscores
the strategic importance of creating and sustaining the technological
resources to ensure a stable manufacturing economic base. The book's
purpose is to examine the elements that make today's manufacturers
successful. Many examples from industry throughout the book will
enable the reader to appreciate and comprehend the concepts presented
in the article. In addition to the technical and innovative information,
implementation issues concerning new ideas and manufacturing
practices are explored within the topical discussions. Four in-depth
descriptions of real-life cases provide illustration of key principles. The
book has been constructed as a reference tool for manufacturing
researchers, students, and practitioners. Hence, after reading the
introduction `Innovation in Competitive Manufacturing: From JIT to EBusiness', any section or topic in the book can be consulted and/or read
in any sequence the reader may choose.
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